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April 2013 Update 
 

Upcoming Board Meeting  

The Board will meet on April 17th and 18th in Moscow and will consider tuition and fee 
proposals from the public higher education institutions for the coming academic year.  
Also on the agenda is a University of Idaho progress report and updates from 

Superintendent Tom Luna, including a report on the recommendations of the Council of 
Chief State School Officers regarding teacher preparation. The Board will elect new 

officers at the April meeting as well. The full agenda will be posted April 15 at 
www.boardofed.idaho.gov/meetings/board/board_meeting.asp 
  

Legislative Report 
The State Board successfully presented five bills in the recently concluded legislative 

session. These included HB 82, which will extend workers compensation coverage to 
postsecondary students doing internships; and HB 83, which allows proprietary schools 
to use alternative financial instruments along with surety bonds to meet insurance 

requirements. Also successful was SB 1027, a measure to consolidate several state 
funded scholarship programs into a revised Opportunity Scholarship. After a transition 

in academic year 2013-2014 the funding for the Promise A and B, Minority At Risk, 
Grow Your Own Scholarships and the Student Loan Forgiveness Programs will be 
redirected to a new Opportunity Scholarship to provide a more meaningful amount of 

aid to support student completion. The legislation also consolidated all code regarding 
state scholarships in to Chapter 43 of Title 33. 

 
Don Burnett named UI Interim President 

Donald L. Burnett, Jr., will serve as Interim President of the University of Idaho until a 
permanent replacement is selected for Dr. Duane Nellis, who will assume his new 
duties as President of Texas Tech in June. Burnett has been Dean of the UI’s College of 

Law since 2002. His career has encompassed service as an appellate judge, practicing 
lawyer, JAG officer, state bar president, law professor, and dean of two law schools. He 

earned a baccalaureate degree in economics from Harvard, a J.D. degree from the 
University of Chicago, and an LL.M. degree from the University of Virginia.  Before 
becoming Dean of UI’s College of Law, Burnett was Dean of the University of 

Louisville’s law school. To view a full biography, visit 
http://www.uidaho.edu/law/faculty/donaldlburnettjr. 

 
UI Presidential Search Committee Named 
A 16-member committee has been named to begin the search for a new President for 

the University of Idaho. The committee will meet over the next several months to 
identify and vet candidates for the position. The search committee is comprised of the 

following individuals: 
Sharon L. Allen, Retired Chairman of the Board, Deloitte LLP 

Emma Atchley, Board of Regents, University of Idaho 

Annie Averitt, President, UI Alumni Association,  

Daniel Bukvich, Lionel Hampton School of Music, University of Idaho  

Hannah Davis, ASUI Student Body President, University of Idaho 

Patricia Hartzell, Faculty Senate Chair, University of Idaho 

Brian Mahoney, Chair of Staff Affairs, University of Idaho 
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Corinne Mantle-Bromley, Dean, College of Education, University of Idaho 

Laine Meyer, Chair, University of Idaho Foundation, Inc. 

Don Morishita, Kimberly Research & Extension Center Superintendent, University of Idaho  

Skip Oppenheimer, President, Oppenheimer Development Corporation 

Shirley Ringo, Idaho House of Representatives, District 5 

Bob Smith, UI Idaho Falls Center for Higher Education and CAES Associate Director 

Don Soltman, Board of Regents, University of Idaho 

Rob Spear, Athletic Director, University of Idaho  

Arthur Taylor, Native American Tribal Liaison, University of Idaho 

 

Task Force for Improving Education 
The Task Force is holding Community Forums around the state seeking public input on 

education improvement. The first two forums were held in Nampa on April 10 and Twin 
Falls on April 11. Remaining forums are listed below: 

 Monday, April 15, 6:30 p.m. at Meriwether Lewis Hall (MLH) Room 100, Lewis-
Clark State College, Lewiston, ID 83501  

 Tuesday, April 16, 6:30 p.m. in the Lake Coeur d’Alene Room, North Idaho 

College Student Union Building,  
 Monday, April 22, 6:30 p.m. in Tingey Auditorium, University Place, 1776 

Science Center Drive, Idaho Falls, ID 83402  
 Tuesday, April 23, 6:30 p.m. at Century High School, 7801 W. Diamondback 

Dr.,   Pocatello, ID 83204  

 Thursday, April 25, 6:30 p.m. in the Lincoln Auditorium, Idaho Capitol 
Building, 700 W. Jefferson, Boise, ID 83720  

The forums in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls and Boise will be streamed on the web by 
Idaho Public Television at http://idahoptv.org. Those not able to attend one of the 
forums can provide feedback and comments via email at taskforce@osbe.idaho.gov. 

More information about the Task Force is available at www.boardofed.idaho.gov. 
 

Idaho Public Television Receives Telly Awards 
Four Idaho Public Television programs have received the 34th Annual National Telly 
Awards. 

Outdoor Idaho “Climbing Idaho” Sports Bronze 
Outdoor Idaho “Idaho’s Salmon” Nature/Wildlife Bronze 

Idaho Reports “Occupy Boise” Internet/Online News Bronze 
“A Sawtooth Celebration Preview” Internet/Online Information Bronze 

The New York City‐based Telly Awards honors the very best film & video productions, 

groundbreaking online videocontent, and outstanding local, regional, & cable TV 
commercials and programs. 

 
Idaho Public Television to Air TED Talks Education 

On Tuesday, May 7th at 10:00 p.m., IdahoPTV will air TED Talks Education. TED is a 
nonprofit devoted to the power of ideas. TED began in 1984 as a conference bringing 
together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, Design. The May 7th 

program will feature inspiring and forward-looking leaders and thinkers on the topic of 
learning, including Dr. Angela Lee Duckworth, Bill Gates, Rita F. Pierson, Sir Ken 

Robinson and Geoffrey Canada, among others. Hosted by John Legend, this special, 
which is focused solely on education, marks the first TED project produced specifically 
for television. 
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