
Within sociocultural contexts for processing language…

Discourse Dimension Sentence Dimension Word/Phrase Dimension

Linguistic Complexity Language Forms and Conventions Vocabulary Usage

Level 6 - Reaching 
English language learners will process a range of grade-appropriate oral or written language for a variety of academic purposes and audiences. Automaticity in language 

processing is reflected in the ability to identify and act on significant information from a variety of genres and registers. English language learners’ strategic competence in 
processing academic language facilitates their access to content area concepts and ideas.

At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with instructional support, English language learners will process…

Level 5
Bridging

• Rich descriptive discourse with complex
sentences

• Cohesive and organized, related ideas
across content areas

• A variety of complex grammatical structures
• Sentence patterns characteristic of particular

content areas

• Technical and abstract content-area
language

• Words and expressions with shades of
meaning across content areas

Level 4
Expanding

• Connected discourse with a variety of
sentences

• Expanded related ideas characteristic of
particular content areas

• Complex grammatical structures
• A broad range of sentence patterns

characteristic of particular content areas

• Specific and some technical content-area
language

• Words or expressions with multiple meanings
across content areas

Level 3
Developing

• Discourse with a series of extended
sentences

• Related ideas specific to particular
content areas

• Compound and some complex grammatical
constructions

• Sentence patterns across content areas

• Specific content-area language and expressions
• Words and expressions with common

collocations and idioms across content areas

Level 2
Emerging

• Multiple related simple sentences
• An idea with details

• Compound grammatical structures
• Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns across

content areas

• General content words and expressions,
including cognates

• Social and instructional words and expressions
across content areas

Level 1
Entering

• Single statements or questions
• An idea within words, phrases, or chunks

of language

• Simple grammatical constructions (e.g.,
commands, Wh- questions, declaratives)

• Common social and instructional forms and
patterns

• General content-related words
• Everyday social, instructional and some

content-related words and phrases
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Within sociocultural contexts for language use…

Discourse Dimension Sentence Dimension Word/Phrase Dimension

Linguistic Complexity Language Forms and Conventions Vocabulary Usage

Level 6 - Reaching 
English language learners will use a range of grade-appropriate language for a variety of academic purposes and audiences. Agility in academic language use is reflected 

in oral fluency and automaticity in response, flexibility in adjusting to different registers and skillfulness in interpersonal interaction. English language learners’ strategic 
competence in academic language use facilitates their ability to relate information and ideas with precision and sophistication for each content area.

At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with instructional support, English language learners will produce…

Level 5
Bridging

• Multiple, complex sentences
• Organized, cohesive, and coherent

expression of ideas characteristic of
particular content areas

• A variety of complex grammatical structures
matched to purpose

• A broad range of sentence patterns
characteristic of particular content areas

• Technical and abstract content-area language,
including content-specific collocations

• Words and expressions with precise meaning
across content areas

Level 4
Expanding

• Short, expanded, and some complex
sentences

• Organized expression of ideas with
emerging cohesion characteristic of
particular content areas

• Compound and complex grammatical
structures

• Sentence patterns characteristic of particular
content areas

• Specific and some technical content-area
language

• Words and expressions with expressive
meaning through use of collocations and
idioms across content areas

Level 3
Developing

• Short and some expanded sentences with
emerging complexity

• Expanded expression of one idea or
emerging expression of multiple related
ideas across content areas

• Simple and compound grammatical structures
with occasional variation

• Sentence patterns across content areas

• Specific content language, including cognates
and expressions

• Words or expressions with multiple meanings
used across content areas

Level 2
Emerging

• Phrases or short sentences
• Emerging expression of ideas

• Formulaic grammatical structures
• Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns across

content areas

• General content words and expressions
• Social and instructional words and expressions

across content areas

Level 1
Entering

• Words, phrases, or chunks of language
• Single words used to represent ideas

• Phrase-level grammatical structures
• Phrasal patterns associated with familiar social

and instructional situations

• General content-related words
• Everyday social and instructional words and

expressions
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ELPA General Performance Definitions* for the Levels of English Language 
Proficiency in Grades K-12

At the given level of English language proficiency, English language learners will process, understand, produce, or use:

6
Reaching

• specialized or technical language reflective of the content areas at grade level
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse as required by the specified grade level
• oral or written communication in English comparable to English-proficient peers

5
Bridging

• specialized or technical language of the content areas
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse, including stories, essays, or reports
• oral or written language approaching comparability to that of English-proficient peers when presented with grade-level material

4
Expanding

• specific and some technical language of the content areas
• a variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in oral discourse or multiple, related sentences, or paragraphs
• oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that do not impede the overall meaning of the

communication when presented with oral or written connected discourse with sensory, graphic, or interactive support

3
Developing

• general and some specific language of the content areas
• expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that may impede the communication, but retain much of its

meaning, when presented with oral or written, narrative, or expository descriptions with sensory, graphic, or interactive support

2
Beginning

• general language related to the content areas
• phrases or short sentences
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that often impede the meaning of the communication when

presented with one- to multiple-step commands, directions, questions, or a series of statements with sensory, graphic, or interactive support

1
Entering

• pictorial or graphic representation of the language of the content areas
• words, phrases, or chunks of language when presented with one-step commands, directions, WH-, choice, or yes/no questions, or statements

with sensory, graphic, or interactive support
• oral language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that often impede meaning when presented with basic oral commands, direct

questions, or simple statements with sensory, graphic, or interactive support
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Idaho English Language Proficiency Assessment  
Achievement Standards 

WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels Per Domain and Grade: 

Grade  WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels:  Reading 

1 
Entering 

2 
Beginning 

3 
Developing 

4 
Expanding 

5 
Bridging 

6 
Reaching 

K  100‐240  241‐258  259‐278  279‐288  289‐309  310‐600 

1  100‐263  264‐285  286‐303  304‐314  315‐333  334‐600 

2  100‐282  283‐306  307‐325  326‐336  337‐354  355‐600 

3  100‐296  297‐322  323‐341  342‐351  352‐369  370‐600 

4  100‐306  307‐334  335‐353  354‐363  364‐381  382‐600 

5  100‐315  316‐344  345‐363  364‐372  373‐390  391‐600 

6  100‐322  323‐352  353‐372  373‐381  382‐398  399‐600 

7  100‐328  329‐359  360‐379  380‐379  389‐405  406‐600 

8  100‐334  335‐365  366‐385  386‐394  395‐411  412‐600 

9  100‐339  340‐371  372‐391  392‐400  401‐417  418‐600 

10  100‐343  344‐376  377‐396  397‐405  406‐422  423‐600 

11  100‐347  348‐381  382‐401  402‐409  410‐426  427‐600 

12  100‐351  352‐385  386‐406  407‐413  414‐431  432‐600 
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WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels Per Domain and Grade: 

Grade  WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels: Listening 

1 
Entering 

2 
Beginning 

3 
Developing 

4 
Expanding 

5 
Bridging 

6 
Reaching 

K  100‐228  229‐250  251‐277  278‐285  286‐307  308‐600 

1  100‐235  236‐258  259‐290  291‐302  303‐326  327‐600 

2  100‐244  245‐282  283‐313  314‐329  330‐353  354‐600 

3  100‐261  262‐299  300‐330  331‐348  349‐373  374‐600 

4  100‐274  275‐312  313‐342  343‐362  363‐387  388‐600 

5  100‐284  285‐322  323‐353  354‐374  375‐400  401‐600 

6  100‐293  294‐331  332‐362  363‐384  385‐410  411‐600 

7  100‐301  302‐339  340‐369  370‐393  394‐419  420‐600 

8  100‐307  308‐346  347‐376  377‐401  402‐426  427‐600 

9  100‐313  314‐352  353‐382  383‐408  409‐433  434‐600 

10  100‐324  325‐357  358‐388  389‐414  415‐441  441‐600 

11  100‐334  335‐363  364‐393  394‐419  420‐447  447‐600 

12  100‐341  342‐368  368‐397  398‐425  426‐451  452‐600 
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WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels Per Domain and Grade: 

Grade  WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels:  Speaking 

1 
Entering 

2 
Beginning 

3 
Developing 

4 
Expanding 

5 
Bridging 

6 
Reaching 

K  100‐190  191‐249  250‐300  301‐348  349‐391  392‐600 

1  100‐204  205‐260  261‐310  311‐360  361‐402  403‐600 

2  100‐219  220‐272  273‐321  322‐373  374‐414  415‐600 

3  100‐233  234‐282  283‐331  332‐385  386‐424  425‐600 

4  100‐245  246‐292  293‐341  342‐396  397‐434  435‐600 

5  100‐257  258‐301  302‐349  350‐406  407‐442  443‐600 

6  100‐267  268‐309  310‐359  360‐416  417‐450  451‐600 

7  100‐276  277‐316  317‐368  369‐424  425‐456  457‐600 

8  100‐283  284‐322  323‐376  377‐432  433‐462  463‐600 

9  100‐289  290‐327  328‐384  385‐439  440‐467  468‐600 

10  100‐294  295‐332  333‐392  393‐445  446‐470  471‐600 

11  100‐298  299‐336  337‐399  400‐450  451‐473  474‐600 

12  100‐301  302‐339  340‐405  406‐454  455‐475  476‐600 
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WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels Per Domain and Grade: 

Grade  WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels::  Writing 

1 
Entering 

2 
Beginning 

3 
Developing 

4 
Expanding 

5 
Bridging 

6 
Reaching 

K  100‐233  234‐270  271‐310  311‐366  367‐388  389‐600 

1  100‐237  238‐274  275‐336  337‐381  382‐404  405‐600 

2  100‐241  242‐278  279‐340  341‐387  388‐410  411‐600 

3  100‐246  247‐282  283‐345  346‐393  394‐417  418‐600 

4  100‐265  266‐287  288‐350  351‐400  401‐424  425‐600 

5  100‐266  267‐292  293‐356  356‐406  407‐432  433‐600 

6  100‐267  268‐297  298‐360  361‐412  413‐440  441‐600 

7  100‐272  273‐304  305‐366  367‐418  419‐449  450‐600 

8  100‐280  281‐310  311‐371  372‐423  424‐458  459‐600 

9  100‐288  289‐318  319‐377  378‐429  430‐468  469‐600 

10  100‐297  298‐325  326‐384  385‐435  436‐478  479‐600 

11  100‐307  308‐334  335‐390  391‐440  441‐489  490‐600 

12  100‐317  318‐343  344‐397  398‐446  447‐500  501‐600 
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WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels Per Domain and Grade: 

Grade  WIDA Cut Scores & Proficiency Levels: Overall 

1 
Entering 

2 
Beginning 

3 
Developing 

4 
Expanding 

5 
Bridging 

6 
Reaching 

K  100‐228  229‐260  261‐292  293‐324  325‐349  350‐600 

1  100‐241  242‐273  274‐314  315‐343  344‐367  368‐600 

2  100‐253  254‐288  289‐328  329‐358  359‐382  383‐600 

3  100‐264  265‐299  300‐339  340‐370  371‐395  396‐600 

4  100‐278  279‐308  309‐349  350‐381  382‐405  406‐600 

5  100‐285  286‐316  317‐357  358‐389  390‐414  415‐600 

6  100‐290  291‐323  324‐364  365‐398  399‐422  423‐600 

7  100‐287  298‐330  331‐371  372‐405  406‐430  431‐600 

8  100‐303  304‐336  337‐377  378‐411  412‐437  438‐600 

9  100‐310  311‐343  344‐384  385‐417  418‐445  446‐600 

10  100‐317  318‐349  350‐390  391‐423  424‐452  453‐600 

11  100‐324  325‐355  356‐396  397‐428  429‐458  459‐600 

12  100‐330  331‐361  362‐401  402‐433  434‐465  466‐600 
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