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EASTERN IDAHO TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
 
 
SUBJECT 

Approval of AAS Degree and Intermediate Technical Certificate in Machine Tool 
Technology 

 
APPLICABLE STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

Idaho State Board of Education Governing Policies & Procedures, Section III.G. 
Postsecondary Program Approval and Discontinuance 

 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
 Eastern Idaho Technical College (EITC) proposes to create a new program to 

address the increased need for entry-level technicians in the growing advanced 
manufacturing industry in eastern Idaho. This program will offer a one year 
Intermediate Technical Certificate and a two-year Associate of Applied Science 
degree (AAS).  

 
Graduates will be able to perform machining functions and possess the 
fundamental skills and knowledge in computer numerically controlled machine 
tools, lathes, mills, and precision measuring tools. The AAS degree will expand a 
student’s skills to include computer-aided manufacturing, dimensioning, and 
tolerancing.  
 
A key focus of the Idaho Workforce Development Council is the development of 
new advanced manufacturing and machine tool technology programs due to the 
expanding workforce in this area and the number of unfilled jobs. Students 
completing these programs typically enter employment at a high rate of pay. The 
program is scheduled to begin in Fall 2015 and will enroll 15 students in the first 
year. A maximum of 30 students will be enrolled as students work towards the 
Intermediate Technical Certificate and the AAS Degree.   
 
This program was funded through a line-item request from professional-technical 
colleges throughout Idaho in response to current and projected needs for 
advanced manufacturing skills. 
 

IMPACT 
Approval of the proposed program will allow EITC to hire faculty, purchase 
equipment, and market the program for implementation in Fall 2015. The 
proposed program will require $300,800 ($150,000 one-time funds and $150,800 
ongoing funds) to support the first year of the program and $150,800 for 
subsequent years. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 Attachment 1 –Machine Tool Technology Program Proposal                      Page 3  
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STAFF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
ETIC’s proposed Machine Tool Technology program has gone through the 
review process and due to the fiscal impact consistent with Board Policy III.G, 
staff determined it would require Board approval. While the program is slated to 
begin in Fall 2015, EITC has time sensitive implementation timelines and 
therefore needs consideration of their proposal to occur at this time in order to 
meet those timelines. The first of these is their catalog deadline of March 18, 
2015, which will allow EITC to market the program and recruit students.   
 
The proposed program will address the increased need for entry-level 
technicians in the growing advanced manufacturing industry in eastern Idaho.  
The Division of Professional-Technical Education has reviewed the request and 
recommends Board approval.  

 
BOARD ACTION  

I move to approve the request by Eastern Idaho Technical College to create a 
new professional technical program in Machine Tool Technology. 
 
 
Moved by __________ Seconded by __________ Carried Yes _____ No _____  
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