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INSTRUCTION, RESEARCH AND STUDENT AFFAIRS
APRIL 15-16, 2026 ATTACHMENT 1

W
V/Idaho State

Board of Education

The Next 250 Plan: Board Update

Overview

In December, the Board passed the “America’s Next 250: Enhancing Postsecondary Civic
Knowledge and Engagement in Idaho” plan. Idaho’s colleges and universities responded
quickly and already have committees established to facilitate the implementation of
America’s Next 250 as envisioned by the Board’s plan. The Board’s plan positions college
students as critical contributors to the next 250 years of the United States’ democracy.
Bolstered by one-time funds to implement dedicated coursework, engage in curriculum
redesign, host celebratory events, and develop other civics projects, each of Idaho’s eight
public postsecondary institutions has crafted unique proposals for engaging students in
civics education. Together, these proposals represent a targeted Phase One investment in
civic knowledge, civil discourse, and civic engagement. The breadth and pace of
participation across our state institutions is encouraging, and the approach outlined in
each proposalis as creative as it is reflective of local and institutional strengths.

Allinstitutions are participating in course development projects led by an academic leader
at Boise State: Dr. Andrew Finstuen. Four-year institutions are focused on a 300-level
Reading the Republic course focused on key texts of democracy, while the community
colleges will be revising existing general education coursework to more explicitly address
civics education. All eight institutions will host a number of civic engagement projects and
civil dialogue events. Below are just a few selected institutional highlights of institutional
proposals:

Boise State University
¢ Deploying the Constructive Dialogue Institute's Perspectives digital tool across
University Foundations courses to build structured civil discourse skills.
e Launching a peer mentor program that trains undergraduate students to facilitate
civic discussions in introductory courses.

Idaho State University
e Developing a civil discourse workshop for New Student Orientation, developed by
faculty and designed to train other trainers for long-term delivery.

IRSA 253 of 259
TAB 7


https://boardofed.idaho.gov/meetings/board/archive/2025/121725/05%20IRSA.pdf
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/meetings/board/archive/2025/121725/05%20IRSA.pdf



https://boardofed.idaho.gov/board-policies-rules/board-policies/higher-education-affairs-section-iii/iii-n-general-education/
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/board-policies-rules/board-policies/higher-education-affairs-section-iii/iii-n-general-education/
















	00 IRSA TOC
	01 Board Policy III.D. Official Calendars - First Reading
	01a ATT 1 Board Policy III.D. Official Calendars - First Reading

	02 Board Policy III.P. Students - First Reading
	02a ATT 1 Board Policy III.P. Students - First Reading CLEAN
	02b ATT 2 Board Policy III.P. Students - First Reading REDLINED

	03 Repeal of Board Policy III.T. Student Athletes - First Reading
	03a ATT 1 Repeal of Board Policy III.T. Student Athletes - First Reading

	04 Board Policy III.Q. Admission Standards - First Reading
	04a ATT 1 Board Policy III.Q. Admission Standards - First Reading

	05 Board Policy III.V. Articulation and Transfer - First Reading
	05a ATT 1 Board Policy III.V. Articulation and Transfer - First Reading

	06 UI BS in Construction Management and the Built Environment
	06a ATT 1 UI BS in Construction Management and the Built Environment Proposal
	06b ATT 2 Industry Letters of Support
	06c ATT 3 UI Three-Year Plan

	07 America's Next 250 Update
	07a ATT 1 America's Next 250 Plan Update
	07b ATT 2 America's Next 250 Plan Update Presentation




