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Common Core State Standards 
• Define the 

knowledge and skills 
students need for 
college and career 

• Developed 
voluntarily and 
cooperatively by 
states; 45.5 states  
and DC have 
adopted 

• Provide clear, 
consistent standards 
in English language 
arts/Literacy and 
mathematics 

Source: www.corestandards.org 



• 25 states 
representing 
41% of K-12 
students 

 

• 21 governing,  4 
advisory states 

 

• Washington 
state is fiscal 
agent 

 

• WestEd provides 
project 
management 
services 

Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium 



A Balanced Assessment System 

School Year Last 12 weeks of the year* 

DIGITAL LIBRARY of formative tools, processes and exemplars; released items and tasks; model 

curriculum units; educator training; professional development tools and resources; scorer training modules; 

and teacher collaboration tools. 

ELA/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-8 and High School 

Computer Adaptive 

Assessment and 

Performance Tasks 

Computer Adaptive 

Assessment and 

Performance Tasks 

Scope, sequence, number and timing of interim assessments 

locally determined 

*Time windows may be adjusted based on results from the research agenda and final implementation decisions.  

Performance 

Tasks 

 

• ELA/literacy 

• Mathematics 

Computer 

Adaptive 

Assessment 

• ELA/literacy 

• Mathematics 

Optional Interim 

Assessment 

Optional Interim 

Assessment 

Re-take option available 

Summative Assessment for 

Accountability 



Standard 

Thumbnail Assessment Design Comparison: Smarter-Balanced vs. Current ISAT  

Multiply and divide numbers 
in scientific notation Compute fluently and 

make reasonable 
estimates 

Number and Operation 

Goal 
Objective 

Idaho Content Standards 



Common Core State Standards  
and Content Specifications 

Thumbnail Assessment Design Comparison: Smarter-Balanced vs. Current ISAT  

Assessment Targets 

Claims 

Common Core State 
Standards 

• Analyze the adequacy of 
and make improvements 
to an existing model or 
develop a mathematical 
model of a real 
phenomenon. 
 

• Create equations that 
describe numbers or 
relationships. 

Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively 

Modeling and Data Analysis 
Students can analyze complex, 
real-world scenarios and can 
construct and use 
mathematical models to 
interpret and solve problems. 



Performance Task 
Math 

High School 

Algebra I 

 

College Tuition: Based on your research during the last few days, you 
may have realized that the cost of a college education in the United States 
can be expensive. During this performance task, you will use a 
spreadsheet and your knowledge of functions and statistics to predict the 
future cost of college tuition.   

 

Part A:  Past year’s tuition 

Part B:  Choosing a model 

Part C:  Predicting future tuition 

Part D:  Comparing individual tuition and average tuition 

Part E:  Predicting tuition for the next generation 





Math Item 



Common Core State Standards:  
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/common/ 

 



Find Out More 

Smarter Balanced can be found online at: 
 
www.SmarterBalanced.org 
 

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/

