
Writing PLUS 
supporting student success 

The First-Year Writing Program 

Boise State University  



supporting student success:  

3 initiatives 

Innovative Placement: The Write Class   

+ 

Challenging Curriculum: English 101+  

+ 

Proactive Support across first-year writing: 

PLUS Project for repeating students 

=  

 

Increased student success, increased 

retention, and reduced remediation 



Statewide framework for placement in first-

year writing (2008; 2010) 
english placement task force 

 

  

 



Goal 1:  Enhance Student Success 

Through Innovative, Flexible Placement 

 

The Write Class: an online, state-of-the-art 

placement process for first-year writing 

courses uses multiple measures: 
o self-assessments 

o high school G.P.A 

o standardized test scores 

o course information 

o portfolio/writing samples 

o advising 

 

 



Innovative, Flexible Placement: The 

Write Class at Boise State  

Innovative: The Write Class is the first 

placement process in the country to integrate 

several features of other successful, 

research-based placement approaches. 

 

Flexible: The Write Class is online and is one 

of the first post-admissions processes for 

students. It is more than placement; it's an 

initial conversation about university 

expectations and culture. 

 

 

 

 



The Write Class at Boise State  

 

 

 

 

 



The Write Class at Boise State 

Results: 



The Write Class key performance 

indicator 

 

 

• Student satisfaction surveys 

 

• Institutional research on retention, student 

success, and performance 

 

 



Goal 2: Enhance student success through 

supportive, challenging curriculum   

English 101+ is: 

• a regular section of 101 and 

• a one-credit writing studio course, taught by 

their 101 instructor, with up to 9 peers from 

their 101 class. 

 



101+ at Boise State  

Previous model: 

 

 

 

 

Current model (as of spring 2013): 

 

semester 1 semester 2 semester 3 first-year writing: 

ENGL 90 

3 cr (pre-

college) 

ENGL 101 

3 cr 

ENGL 102 

3 cr 

3 semesters 

9 credits 

6 college-level 

semester 1 semester 2 first-year writing 

ENGL 101  

3 cr 

ENGL 197  

1 cr 

ENGL 102 2 semesters 

7 credits 

all college-level 



101+ immediate benefits 

• Removes barrier to collegiate-level coursework students 

• Places students into a course with a stronger range of writers – both 

helpful and gives confidence 

• Provides in-course support (rather than delaying admission into the 

college-level course) 

• Removes stigma of taking a pre-college course 

• Removes required student fee for a “pre-college” writing course 

• Transforms support into a positive and proactive experience 

• Lowers overall cost to students (Example: in-state, full-time student cost 

lowered by $422.)  

 

 

 

 



101+ Performance Indicator 

Early indications? It seems great, but we want more: 

• A full assessment of 101+ student work (June 2013, led 

by Tiffany Hitesman and Lana Kuchta); 

 

• Ongoing teacher-research (101+ Inquiry Group, led by 

Karen Uehling and Tiffany Hitesman); 

 

• Comparison of student cohorts from 2007-2012 to the 

2013-2014 cohort. Goal: 101+ students retained at 

higher level than previous Engl 90 students; complete 

102 as successfully as comparison cohort (CCA 

progress metric 3) 

 



integrating support for students 

 

**innovative, flexible placement integrating 

multiple measures (The Write Class) 

 

AND  

 

**structural changes to support for writers, 

including 
o different course arrangement (Engl 101+) 

o other kinds of low-stakes support for students in 

gateway courses (PLUS) 


