Idaho State Board of Education

GOVERNING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
SECTION: Ill. POSTSECONDARY AFFAIRS
SUBSECTION: L. Continuing Education and Credit for Prior Learning December 2013

The purpose of this policy is to ensure access and opportunities for citizens to continue
their education regardless of location, age, and job responsibilities. Colleges and
Universities are charged with providing the Continuing Education Programs that
address such needs. Subsection L. shall apply to the University of ldaho, Boise State
University, Idaho State University, Lewis-State Clark College, Eastern Idaho Technical
College, College of Southern Idaho, College of Western Idaho, and North Idaho College
(hereinafter “institutions”). Additionally, this policy establishes the foundation by which
institutions shall provide students with opportunities to demonstrate competencies
acquired through life experience by developing options for credit for prior learning.

1. Definitions

a. Continuing Education shall include educational activities that extend
postsecondary opportunities beyond an institution’s traditional campus and
traditional students, through both credit and noncredit programs. The general
purpose of continuing education is to provide access to degree programs for
citizens who are place-bound and or working full-time; workforce training;
certification programs; and professional development opportunities to enhance
lifelong learning, personal development and cultural enrichment of the individual
and community.

b. Credit for Prior Learning shall include demonstration of learning outcomes for
knowledge acquired from work and life experiences, independent reading and
study, various tests like Advanced Placement (AP) and the College Level
Examination (CLEP), and/or approved military education or experiences.

2. Minimum Standards

a. Continuing Education Activities
i. Institutions are charged with providing continuing education programs that
are conducive with their mission and the needs of their service region(s).

ii.  All continuing education activities must be accountable to and monitored
by the appropriate undergraduate or graduate organization of the
institution (i.e., the curriculum committee, respective administrators,
graduate curriculum committee, and faculty council), and approved by the
chief academic officer of the institution, or their designee, as meeting their
standards.

1) All academic credit activities shall be equivalent in quality to
comparable instructional courses and programs offered on the
campuses of the institutions, especially with respect to:

a) The appointment, orientation, supervision, and evaluation of faculty
members in the courses, programs, or activities;
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2)

b)

c)

d)

Procedures for the approval of courses, programs, or activities;

The stature of the curriculum with respect to its organization,
appropriateness, level, intellectual demands, instructional contact
time, and out-of-class effort;

The admission of students, the advising process, and the
evaluation of student performance in courses, programs, or
activities;

The support offered by library, classroom, laboratory, and other
resources; the detailed as well as general responsibility for the
quality of courses, programs, and activities accepted by the
appropriate academic and administrative units on the campus; and

The keeping of student records for such activities as admission,
academic performance, and transfer credit.

Non-credit activities and other special programs shall abide by
nationally accepted practices:

a)

The granting of Continuing Education Units (C.E.U.) for courses
and special learning activities is guided by generally accepted
norms; based on institutional mission and policy; consistent across
the institution, wherever offered and however delivered; appropriate
to the objectives of the course; and determined by student
achievement of identified learning outcomes.

The institution maintains records which describe the number of
courses and nature of learning provided through noncredit
instruction.

b. Credit for Prior Learning

All credit for prior learning must be guided by approved institutional policies and
procedures. These policies and procedures must include the awarding of credit
for education, training or service completed by an individual as a member of the
armed forces or reserves as outlined in Section 33-3727 Idaho Code. Institutions
shall make no assurances regarding the number of credits to be awarded prior to
the completion of the institution’s review process. Institutional policies and
procedures shall maintain the following minimum standards:
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Credits shall be awarded only at the undergraduate level to enrolled
students.

Credits shall be awarded only for documented student achievement that is
equivalent to expected learning outcomes for courses within the
institution’s regular curricular offerings.

Credits shall be awarded based on the recommendation of appropriately
qualified faculty.

Credits shall be limited to a maximum of 25% of the credits required for a
degree.

Credits shall be identified on students’ transcripts as prior learning credits
and may not duplicate other credit awarded to the student in fulfilment of
degree requirements.

3. Service Regions and Inter-Institutional Collaboration

The Board has established primary service regions identified in Board Policy Section
lll.Z. for the college and universities and career technical education based on the
geography of the state. Service regions of North Idaho College, the College of
Southern Idaho, and the College of Western Idaho have been established pursuant
to Section 33-2101, Idaho Code. Institutional chief academic officers will develop
Memorandums of Understanding to facilitate collaboration between the institutions
consistent with Board Policy Section Ill.Z.b.ii.

4. Fees

Fees for continuing education and credit for prior learning shall be assessed
consistent with Board Policy Section V.R.



