GEAR z:_':: GEAR UP Idaho Scholarship Guidelines

GEAR UP Award Calendar November 15™- February 15" Application Open
April Verification by School Officials
May Award Notification

Eligible Applicants

e The GEAR UP Idaho Scholarship is available to students who participated in the early intervention
component (7“1-10th grade) of the GEAR UP program and will graduate in the years 2012, 2013 and 2014.

e Applicants must be less than 22 years old at time they first receive their scholarship award.

e Applicants must possess a secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent

e Applicants must be enrolled or accepted for full-time enrollment in a program of undergraduate
instruction at an eligible institution of higher education that is located within Idaho’s boundaries.
Accepted institutions include any Idaho public, regionally accredited institution under the general
supervision and governance of the Idaho State Board of Education and any private, non-profit, regionally
accredited institution, as listed.

= North Idaho College

= [ewis-Clark State College

= (College of Southern Idaho

= Eastern Idaho Technical College
= University of Idaho

= Boise State University

= |daho State University

= BYU Idaho

=  Northwest Nazarene University
= College of Idaho

= (College of Western Idaho

e Applicants must complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
priority deadline is on or before February 15 of the graduation year.

e  Applicants must initially apply for the GEAR UP scholarship in the same year as their graduation from high
school.

e Applications will be reviewed and awards selected based on financial need, hours of participation in the
GEAR UP program and academic preparation (based on a combination of the ACT score and cumulative HS
GPA). Priority will be given to applicants who are eligible to receive Pell grant funding, as determined by
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

GEAR UP Scholarship Amounts

e  Awards will range from $0 to the equivalent of that year’s maximum Pell grant award, annually.

e GEAR UP Idaho scholarship awards may be used to meet financial need only after (1) The Federal Pell
Grant, (2) Public and Private Grants and Awards, (3) Scholarship and/or tuition discounts have all been
applied to the students’ total cost of attendance.

e The total amount of financial aid from all sources shall not exceed the students’ total cost of attendance.

GEAR UP Scholarship Award

e  GEAR UP scholarships will be awarded at each GEAR UP school with distribution based on school
population in relation to the over-all state GEAR UP population.



GEAR UP scholarships will be available to applicants for four academic years immediately following
graduation from high school. Scholarships can be applied to undergraduate or graduate work within those
four academic years.

Award recipients must attend their selected postsecondary program full-time or the equivalent of 24
credit hours within each academic year. Request for part-time study must have authorization by the GEAR
UP scholarship administrator, and if granted scholarship awards will be reduced proportionally.

Students who take leave from their postsecondary program must submit a request to do so from the
scholarship administrator. Requests can only be made after completion of one full academic year of a
postsecondary program. If a leave request is granted, total time that the scholarship will be available will
not exceed the four academic years immediately following graduation.

0 Reassignment of scholarships in case of discontinuance or termination: If a GEAR UP scholarship
recipient enrolled in an eligible Idaho institution permanently withdraws or is dismissed prior to
completion of his or her four-year scholarship eligibility term, then the Board’s scholarship
manager may award the scholarship to another eligible GEAR UP applicant (alternate) from the
same application year. If there are no other alternates from that year, then the scholarship
manager may award the scholarship to another qualifying GEAR UP applicant. In the event that
an award is made to an alternate, this new student shall assume the vacant scholarship of the
Idaho GEAR UP student who has withdrawn or was dismissed. However, such student shall only
receive the benefits of this scholarship for the remaining years of eligibility for the GEAR UP
scholarship recipient who withdrew or was dismissed prior to completion of the scholarship
eligibility term.

0 Reassignment in case of leave of absence: If a GEAR UP scholarship recipient enrolled in an
eligible Idaho institution requests and is granted a leave of absence during his or her 4 year
scholarship eligibility term, then the Board’s scholarship manager may award the scholarship to
another eligible GEAR UP applicant (alternate) from the same application year for the duration of
the leave period. If there are no other alternates from that year, then the scholarship manager
may award the scholarship to another qualifying GEAR UP applicant. In the event that an award
is made to an alternate, this new student shall assume the vacant scholarship of the Idaho GEAR
UP student who is on an approved leave. However, such student shall only receive the benefits
of this scholarship for the term of the leave.

GEAR UP Scholarship Renewal

GEAR UP scholarship awards can be renewed annually, for not more than four academic years
immediately following graduation.

GEAR UP scholarship recipients must maintain satisfactory academic progress (as determined by the
institution) to obtain a scholarship renewal.

GEAR UP Scholarship recipients must complete and submit a FAFSA to obtain a scholarship renewal.
Scholarship recipients who transfer to any other eligible Idaho postsecondary institution remain eligible
for scholarship renewal.

GEAR UP Scholarship Application Process

Applicants must complete the general Idaho state scholarship application online on or before February
15" of the graduation year at the Idaho State Board of Education website: www.boardofed.idaho.gov
Scholarships will first be awarded for the 2012-2013 school year and will be available until spring of 2018.
Applicants will be required to submit a copy of their Dependable Strengths Report with their scholarship
application materials. Exception: If a student does not have a copy of their Dependable Strengths report, a
one-page essay on the topic “My Unique Dependable Strengths” can be submitted in its place.

| agree that | have read and understood the above information regarding the GEAR UP Scholarship, and agree to comply with all
provisions of the GEAR UP Scholarship:

Signature and Date



