
 
650 W. State Street ● Room 307 ● Boise, ID ● 83702 

P.O. Box 83720 ● Boise, ID ● 83720-0037 

 
 

 
 
 
For Immediate Release 
May 15, 2023 
 
Contact: Mike Keckler 
208-332-1591 (office) 
208-866-5734 (cell) 
Mike.Keckler@osbe.idaho.gov 
 

APPLICATION WINDOW OPENS FOR RURAL 
AND UNDERSERVED EDUCATOR INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM  
The second cohort of the State Board’s Rural and Underserved Educator Incentive 
program is now underway. 

Idaho educators working in rural or underserved school districts or charter schools 
can apply for state assistance to pay student loan debt or costs for additional 
education costs such as tuition for a master’s degree. 
 
The link to the application window is posted on the State Board website: 
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/k-12-education/educator-effectiveness/rural-and-
underserved-educator-incentive-program 
 
Successful applicants can receive up to $12,000 over four years for eligible loans 
and reimbursement of current education expenses. The breakdown is as follows: 
 

• 1ST year - $1,500 
• 2nd year - $2,500 
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• 3rd year - $3,500 
• 4th year - $4,500 
• Total:       $12,000 

 
Current eligible expenses include costs to obtain additional degrees, career 
technical certifications, course lab fees, books and course equipment. 
 
The Rural and Underserved Educator Incentive program was created by the 
Legislative in 2022 to encourage new educators to accept jobs in rural and 
underserved schools and stay and work there.  
 
Teacher retention is an issue in many parts of Idaho, particularly in rural areas. 
 
Last year, over 760 educators applied for the program. 
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